
	CERIST
	
	04/04/2026


The tales of the heike
	Type Document
	Livre

	Langue
	Anglais

	Auteur(s)
	Waston, Burton/ Shirane, Haruo/ 

	Adresse bib.
	Columbia University Press/ 

	Nombre de Pages
	216 p.

	Illustration
	couv. ill.

	Format
	24 cm

	Notes Générales
	Index

	Numéro d'Identification
	9780231138031

	Thème
	Littérature de langue japonaise

	Classification(s)
	Littérature de langue japonaise/ 

	Sujet(s)
	samurai/ japanese literature/ heike clan/ 


Résumé :
The Tales of the Heike is one of the most influential works in Japanese literature and culture, remaining even today a crucial source for fiction, drama, and popular media. Originally written in the mid-thirteenth century, it features a cast of vivid characters and chronicles the epic Genpei war, a civil conflict that marked the end of the power of the Heike and changed the course of Japanese history. The Tales of the Heike focuses on the lives of both the samurai warriors who fought for two powerful twelfth-century Japanese clans-the Heike (Taira) and the Genji (Minamoto)-and the women with whom they were intimately connected.



The Tales of the Heike provides a dramatic window onto the emerging world of the medieval samurai and recounts in absorbing detail the chaos of the battlefield, the intrigue of the imperial court, and the gradual loss of a courtly tradition. The book is also highly religious and Buddhist in its orientation, taking up such issues as impermanence, karmic retribution, attachment, and renunciation, which dominated the Japanese imagination in the medieval period.




